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From professional university to university of man.

The Argentine University can lay the human 
foundations that the“university mastership of the 
future” needs; they are indispensable to lead the 
educational process  to a new civilisation of the 
third millennium

UNIVERSITY OF THE 20TH CENTURY IN CRISIS
 “We need a new synthesis right now.  He who is unaware of this need cannot grasp problems of man in depth.” 






Ernesto Sabato, Hombres y engranajes
Present university structure is unfit for taking up the challenge of the sign of the time in the field of knowledge, that is to say, for linking the way of science with the way of man. 

Many University faculties, departments, institutes, higher and lower professions, specialities and sub-specialities grow in the centrifugal direction and are far and far away  from basic principles of being, which give sense to the human life. The idea of universality in culture –spirit and essence of a classic University– has given way to an utilitarian and professional model of modern University. The ideal to make of the University a “formative school of man”, such as Carlos Bernaldo de Quirós wished among us,  a “field of scientific and philosophic knowledge”, as Joaquín V. González prophesied, a school for a simultaneous exercise of free thought and will-to-serve, this ideal is subverted more than once by regressive or revolutionary (counter-cultural) forces which, eventually, and every one in their own way, have tried (and try) to keep cultural dependence, academic privilege, political power, and ideological prevalence.

When the University of the 20th century seemingly has attained top development (expanded university “campus”, and powerful, advanced technology institutes) you find it containing its own decline in germ, and  serving the establishment,  not serving man –becoming multi-university, not  Uni-versity any more.
“How can a person remain as he is in a more technical society”?
The Argentine University was unable to avoid heavy socio-political contradictions in the sixties, and later, even a wave of violence, intolerance and fanaticism. We have faced a quite tough University fight –so far its wounds did not heal  (our young people do not forget the “long stick night”, the government intervention in the Buenos Aires University, on July 28th, 1966. There were McCarthy-like times and “witch hunt”, political leftist and rightist standpoints, ideological discrimination, professors quitting en masse, pupils turned out, liberal, repressive university laws... And all this without a satisfactory university model for new generations in Argentina. In short, for the last 30 years, as it were, we faced a political experience in the University, but not the very university experience. Ultimately, where the trouble is?

Let us come back to 1968, to the French May. The sense of the students’ revolt in 1968 and its world chain reaction still is something outside contemporary sociological criticism; they have seen only the crest of a wave of violence, but they did not reach the essential root of this phenomenon, the enigmatic message flowing from the deep life of youth. And there were not any answers. They made something, but everything remained the same. Political power was unable to see the signs of the new time. Old leaders were unable to channel the current of human energy suddenly released throughout the planet; they appeased university cloisters, but violence burst somewhere else. And now what?

A radical transformation in the university structure, theoretically longed for by many people, practically could produce a shake in the establishment –just to announce this transformation means its detection by the establishment as something dangerous. To create a  new  University  is  like  to build a Gothic cathedral, changing the curvature of the human space as a whole, which is taken for destabilising and “subversive”. Eventually, the old system swallows the boldest schemas; some reformations are made as to studies (all this in order to appease consciences), and things remain as before! These sayings can be applied not only to reactionary groups, but also to many self-proclaimed revolutionaries; practically, not always you are ready to sustain the ferment of a theoretical revolution. But cards are spread, the old structures start to crack, and the historical challenge demands an answer.

Argentine model for 2000

A new University cannot be born anywhere, –it can be born in places of the planet with human reserves for times to come. This is possible in Argentina.

The Argentine University can give human foundations required by the “university mastership of the future”, which are indispensable to lead the educational process to a new civilisation of the third millennium. If this unprecedented mission of our University fails, –a mission based on the genetic potential of the spiritual tradition of our people– then it would be useless for us to try foreign scientistic or populistic models. Other Universities, in other cultures and peoples, shall give us these models (which we can use, if necessary, for practical purposes). But our present world claims for a living teaching to activate and develop “germs of future in man”, which sleep in the deep waters of  present humanity. This fundamental teaching, which is previous to any applied knowledge –previous on the level of being, of course– does not require of a big structure –economic, academic, administrative, or technologic– but of human inspirational and participating strength. Now, why do we say in Argentina a ‘focus of ignition’ of this kind may exist? Because according to Francisco José Figuerola’s  words, “here, in Argentina, man is not conditioned by society, like in European countries as a rule. Here personality prevails, –a personality constituted by two styles: spiritual and material. Thanks to this contribution, we can offer to the world an essential –though paradoxically ancient– solution: a new synthesis of ideal and reality, the new man of the 21st  century.

Wisdom of Earth

Where did leading classes of earthly peoples get their formation? What grade of consciousness do they possess about real humanity if they never have left  their frame imposed by academic circles and never have contacted telluric currents of the planet? What kind of guarantee may a person graduated in economy offer today at some of the main Universities of the world, if he knows in depth only a ‘scholastic’ science of economic doctrines, which do not recognise the flow of variables in the evolving human energetics?

The electronic web of planetary communications is complete, and now it is necessary to release the wisdom of Earth. Not only knowledge, but also living sap of peoples on Earth.

Somewhere in the planet, the first university community should be formed to become a home for all students of Earth with vocation of universal consciousness and will to serve the world; a ‘centre’ to irradiate knowledge and to balance present centres of power.

Of course, co-operation among nations is greater day by day through different international institutions, with economic and cultural exchange, with regional agreements, and  so on. All countries spend very much money in order to sustain their diplomatic delegations and commercial and cultural agencies, they send their scientists to international conferences, their military officers to foreign academies, and their chosen sport teams to world tournaments, but at this point we should ask: does all this exchange reflect a planetary consciousness?

Professional men and women taking part in international institutions on the level of “experts”, constitute an élite of officials  in a position to solve theoretically technical problems in the establishment, but cannot produce a new consciousness. Again, this new consciousness is bound to emerge somewhere on Earth, but this cannot occur exactly among officials –it will occur among young students. Perchance cannot we send a group of our young students to a university residence so that they may learn to “live-together-and be” with teachers and students of other areas of the world? Not only to get professional capacity, but also to participate in human and social problems of other peoples and, above all, to in-corporate wisdom of Earth.
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